
When e Boeing Company built its
Dreamliner 747 factory in North

Charleston, South Carolina, a few years ago, it
proved to be a learning experience – both for the
firm’s adopted community and for the staff who
relocated in the state’s third-largest city.

“We realized that being a true part of the
community we call home demands sustained and
meaningful engagement with the faith-based
community,” recalled Timothy Keating, executive
vice president for governmental operations and
global engagement. 

e Rev. Nelson Rivers III, pastor of Charity
Missionary Baptist Church, was one of the first
clergy Keating met. Rivers convinced Keating to
form a partnership for a kindergarten through
grade 12 STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics) initiative and after-
school programs in support of the North
Charleston community. at was only the
beginning. 

One of Rivers’ longtime friends is James H.

Salley, associate vice chancellor for institutional
advancement at Africa University. When AU
brought its fall 2017 meeting of trustees, advisors,
executives, and friends to North Charleston,
Salley invited Rivers to visit with them. Rivers
became so excited about AU that he and three
members of his congregation traveled to the
university in January 2018. en he invited the
AU choir to sing at his church.

Rivers approached Keating about helping 
to fund the choir tour. “Boeing was proud to
sponsor the Africa University choir during their
February performance in South Carolina,”
Keating said. 
“At Boeing,” he continued, “we seek to be a
global industrial champion. We also have a
broader mission to ‘connect, protect, explore 
and inspire’ the world. at’s a mission we are
dedicated to pursuing, and we can’t do it in our
own backyard alone.”

When Salley invited Keating to speak at the
Africa University commencement, the executive
discovered new ways to live out that mission. 

“During my visit to AU,” Keating said, 
“I had a very special opportunity to teach a class
and engage with students. I was struck by the
enthusiasm, ambition and intellect of the
students, and I left feeling inspired about the next
generation of young people preparing to lead
their communities and workplaces.” 

Boeing Executive Sees Partnership Potential in Africa University
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Church with a 100 percent or more remittance to 
the AUF apportionment over the past two years are:

North Central Jurisdiction 2017 2016
Detroit 100%
East Ohio 105.32% 100%
Illinois Great Rivers 100% 100%
Indiana 100% 100%
Iowa 100% 100%
Minnesota 100% 100%
West Michigan 100.24% 104.21%
West Ohio 100% 100%
Wisconsin 105.24%
Jurisdiction Total Support 99.83% 96.52%

Northeastern Jurisdiction 2017 2016
Baltimore-Washington 100% 100%

Eastern Pennsylvania 100% 108.16%
Greater New Jersey 100% 100%
New England 100% 100%
New York 107.18% 100.96%
Peninsula-Delaware 100% 100%
Susquehanna 100% 100%
Upper New York 102.04% 100%
West Virginia 100% 100%
Western Pennsylvania 100% 100%
Jurisdiction Total Support 100.71% 100.93%

South Central Jurisdiction 2017 2016
Central Texas 100% 100%
North Texas 100%
Oklahoma Indian Missionary 100% 100.01%
Jurisdiction Total Support 88.42% 91.65%

Southeastern Jurisdiction 2017 2016
Florida 100% 100%

Kentucky 100% 100%
North Alabama 100% 113.80%
North Carolina 100% 100%
Red Bird Missionary 113.58% 100%
South Carolina 100% 100%
Tennessee 196.48% 100%
Jurisdiction Total Support 98.15% 92.49%

Western Jurisdiction 2017 2016
Alaska United Methodist 100% 100%
California Nevada 100% 100%
California Pacific 100% 100%
Desert Southwest 100% 100%
Oregon Idaho 100% 100%
Pacific Northwest 100% 100%
Rocky Mountain 100% 100%
Yellowstone 100%
Jurisdiction Total Support 100% 99.70%

Thank you for investing at 100 percent in the Africa University Fund in 2017.

On the eve of the graduation ceremony, 
Keating participated in a moderated discussion 

with more than 200 students.

(Continued on page 2)
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It was a call to Africa for his parents that began
what is now 80-year love affair for Ed Dodge. 
Dodge’s parents, Ralph and Eunice Dodge,

went to Angola as missionaries in 1936. He
was only three months old when the family left
the United States. In 1956, six years after he
was appointed to administer the work of the
Methodist Board of Missions in Africa and
Europe, Rev. Ralph Dodge became the first
and the only American missionary ever elected
Bishop by the Africa Central Conference. 

e years in Africa as well as his parents’
passion for education and their dedication to
serving others were key to shaping Ed Dodge’s
outlook. He began making gifts for student
scholarships in 1992 and was an adjunct
professor in Health Sciences at Africa
University from 2010-2015. At age 79, Dodge

retired but he has stayed in touch with his
students, colleagues and friends in Africa. 
In June, Dodge organized a trip to Africa
University for 15 members of his family.

“We wanted to get in touch with the rich
family legacy left by my parents from their
work in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) decades ago,”
said Dodge. “Although much of this was a
revisit for me, it was a first-time, onsite kind of
experience for my children and grandchildren.” 

Eighteen-year-old grandson, Bayush Alford
commented, “e chance to go to AU to me
meant a chance to contextualize the history
that I'd heard so much about for years. And
BOY, did it deliver!”

ree generations of the Dodge family
made the trip. Describing the experience as
unforgettable, they spoke of connecting to

family roots, of celebrating decades of giving
back, and of an up-close exposure to the work
of e United Methodist Church in Africa that
is likely to fuel a continuing family love affair. 

By Celinda J. Hughes, freelance writer

A Family Love Affair with Africa
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Bishop Marcus Matthews chairs the AU Board
of Directors. He expressed delight with Keating’s
visit to AU.

“To have a company like Boeing send one 
of its top executives to deliver the graduation
address and start conversations exploring a future
relationship is exciting,” he said. “I found both
Tim and his wife Ann to be spiritual voices 

in the corporate world.”
e couple decided to invest personally in AU

with a four-year, endowed $130,000 scholarship
fund in perpetuity for women majoring in
education. 

“Given Ann’s teaching career and our shared
commitment to helping young people succeed,”
Keating said, “we were proud to make this
commitment to the scholarship fund together,
confident it would make a difference in the lives
of women who choose to pursue a career in
education.” 

At AU, Keating received the institution’s first
honorary doctorate in leadership and governance.

“e visit by the Keatings, their generous gift
of an endowed scholarship and Dr. Keating
becoming an alum of Africa University make the
Keatings key members of the Africa University
community,” added Munashe Furusa, AU’s vice
chancellor. 

“Boeing and AU have a shared interest in
technology and innovation, two topics that are
top of mind for Boeing every day,” said Keating.
“ere’s a lot of opportunity for partnership
there. Boeing is also committed to building a
STEM-engaged workforce both for our company

and the thousands of others found throughout
our global supply chain.” 

By Barbara Dunlap-Berg, a freelance writer 
and editor living in Carbondale, Illinois.

L ocated at Old Mutare, Zimbabwe, Africa University is
an accredited United Methodist-related educational

institution in Africa, established by the action of the
General Conference. Africa University offers degree
programs in three colleges: business, peace, leadership
and governance; health, agriculture and natural
sciences; and social sciences, theology, humanities and
education. New academic programs include master’s
and doctoral degree programs in migration, citizenship,
and refugee protection; intellectual property; child rights
and childhood studies; and entrepreneurship, innovation
and creativity.

Africa University continues to be the evidence of faith,
hope and belief in the visions of dreamers. We are
counting on you! Encourage your church to set a 100
percent apportionment remittance goal. Sending a
portion of your goal each month makes it easier to reach
full remittance by year’s end. Your church’s 100 percent

Fifteen members of the Dodge family traveled to
Africa University/Zimbabwe in June.



Goddard-Johnson Chair at AU Fully Endowed

apportionment remittance means 100 percent support of
Africa University’s operational budget for costs such as
utilities, equipment, and faculty salaries.

Consider these additional ways of helping the university
educate new leaders for the nations of Africa:

Planned Gifts are the foundation for the long-term
survival of Africa University. As you make your estate
plans, consider leaving a gift or bequest to Africa
University in your will. If you have already included the
university in your estate plans, please let us know so we
may welcome you to the Richard E. “Dick” Reeves Legacy
Society.

Usahwira—This word in the Shona language means 
“a beautiful friendship.” Encourage your local church to
become a partner with Africa University by supporting one
student at the university for four years. The annual cost of
supporting one undergraduate student is just under
$6,000. Local churches may provide full or partial
scholarships.

Endowment Fund—Give to the Africa University
Endowment Fund (World Service Special Gift #03-01-88).
The interest income from the endowment provides
scholarships for our students.

For more information about giving opportunities or to
make a gift, visit us at support-africauniversity.org. 
To learn about Africa University and its impact, visit

africau.edu.

Let’s work together to
continue the transformation
of lives and of Africa. To
order resources to help 

tell the story of the Africa University Fund apportionment,
visit umcgiving.org or infoserv.um.org. Or, call United
Methodist Communications, toll-free, (888) 346-3862,
during normal business hours. Available resources
include:

• Africa University: A Place of Peace, Learning and Hope
DVD (600115)

• Africa University Fund: 
Pieces of the Dream DVD (600512)

• We are Africa University (600611)

How you can help... continued.

Africa University Development Office
P.O. Box 340007
Nashville, TN 37203-0007
(615) 340-7438
audevoffice@gbhem.org
www.support-africauniversity.org

The fully-endowed Goddard-
Johnson Chair in Christian

Education at Africa University is now 
a reality, thanks to the unwavering
generosity of hundreds of individuals. 

e campaign to endow a
professorship honoring Carrie Lou
Goddard and Ethel Johnson began in
March 1999. e campaign goal—an
endowment fund of $500,000—took
nearly 20 years to achieve. 

e Deacons and Diaconal Ministries unit of
the General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry, led at the time by the late Dr. Jimmy L.
Carr, took the lead in organizing support. Carr
partnered with the national Christian Educators
Fellowship (CEF) in the effort to train Christian
educators in Africa and honor two exemplary
Christian educators. e members of the CEF
became the single largest group of contributors,
helping the campaign to achieve a current
endowment of just under $540,000. 

Rev. Lloyd Rollins, a retired deacon who is a

consultant to the current $50 million
Campaign for Africa University, has
been involved with the effort to endow
the chair since 1999. 

“e endowment will address the
financial needs of providing a teaching
position [at Africa University] into the
future,” said Rollins.  

Carrie Lou Goddard taught at
Scarritt College in Nashville, Tennessee

for more than two decades. She retired in 1977
and died in 1999. Ethel Johnson lectured and
directed field education at the Methodist
eological School in Ohio (MTSO). Goddard
and Johnson traveled and taught extensively,
impacting Christian Education through their
students, and those taught by their students,
around the world. 

For Ethel Johnson, the end of the campaign is
cause for excitement. At age 93, her dream is to
see an Africa University graduate appointed to the
chair, to “carry on the mission of the church and
of Jesus Christ”.

Bishop Leonard Fairley of the Louisville Area is
set to host a nine-day trip to Africa, including

a visit to Africa University, in March 2019.  
For Bishop Fairley, the visit to the campus in

Zimbabwe is part of a much larger effort to
nurture impactful connections and encourage
Kentucky United Methodist colleges, universities,
and churches to embrace new possibilities.

“I am trying to move us from an ideal of
scarcity to one of abundance. at we are blessed,
and that we are blessed to be a blessing,” said
Bishop Fairley. “I want to get us more connected
to that.”

In a passionate and emotional message to about
2,000 attendees at the 2018 Kentucky Annual
Conference, Bishop Fairley called on the body 
to “look through the eyes of the Holy Spirit”, to
reach beyond where they are and embrace the new
places and ways in which God is calling them 
to serve. 

“I want to make sure that our local churches
understand our connectional nature, see, support

and encourage that connection, and begin to do
more to make that connection work through our
support financially, and through a stronger and
deeper dialogue,” said Bishop Fairley.

is year’s mission offering, received during the
evening worship service at Annual Conference on
June 12, signaled a willing response. 

e offering has raised more than $119,000 to
date, with 10 percent going to Africa University
and the rest to campus ministries within the
conference. e funds raised are designated for
leadership development efforts at home and in
sub-Saharan Africa.

Bishop Fairley to Lead a Visit to AU



General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
Africa University Development Office
e United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 340007
Nashville, TN 37203-0007

We never met the late Olive Louise
Finkbeiner during her lifetime; however,

by all accounts, she was an extraordinary woman
of faith. In July 2010, we received a letter from 
a law firm representing Mrs. Finkbeiner’s estate
informing us that she had left a bequest to Africa
University to establish an endowed scholarship 
in honor of her beloved pastor, Rev. Rick Plain.

We wanted to know more, so we turned to her
pastor and one of her close friends, Mrs. Karen
Johnsen. 

Mrs. Finkbeiner was born and reared in
Pasadena, CA.  She was a graduate of Pomona
College (Claremont, CA), and she attended the
Music and Art Institute (San Francisco, CA). 
She contracted poliomyelitis as a young adult,
which caused her health to deteriorate in later
years. She endured great discomfort and chronic
pain. Because the disease affected her spine, 
she walked stooped at the waist. 

Mrs. Finkbeiner was a faithful member of 
St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church (Palo
Alto, CA). She sang in the choir and, on

occasion, was the substitute pianist and organist.
She was very active in the United Methodist
Women and served as co-president for two years. 

Mrs. Finkbeiner was generous, gracious,
loving, and very caring of others. She learned of
Africa University through her local UMW unit.
She was impressed that the university was 
pan-African, United Methodist-related, and 
that it actively recruited female students.

Established in March 2011, the Rick Plain
Endowed Scholarship Fund in Memory of Olive

Louise Finkbeiner has provided support 
for female students from Mozambique and
Zimbabwe. Mrs. Finkbeiner’s indefatigable spirit
lives on. She is survived by her husband, Richard
“Dick” Finkbeiner.

Olive Louise Finkbeiner:  An Indefatigable Woman of Faith
Africa University Today — Summer 2018

The AU Today is published 
by the Africa University
Development Office, in
partnership with the Office of
Communications, General Board
of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM). 

For more information, contact the: 

Africa University Development Office
P.O. Box 340007
Nashville, TN 37203-0007 

Tel: (615) 340-7438 
Fax: (615) 340-7290 
Email: audevoffice@gbhem.org 

support-africauniversity.org.

Elaine Jenkins
Director of Planned Giving
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